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PROGRAMME

14:30 20:15

ECR session - Career chats on the couch

Lisburn Suite

An informal opportunity to meet and network with other ECRs and hear informal career development 

talks. Combining talks with panel discussion and opportunity for discussion with the audience.

Part 1 - workshop

Part 2 - Session on reviewing

Organised and hosted by: Dr Claire Whyte

14:30 – 18:15 hrs

Part 1 – workshop

Join Sandra Lee, Training and Learning Solutions, who will provide an engaging and interactive workshop on “Building 

Resilient Leaders”

(note places are limited to the workshop (first come, first served)  with those under the trainee category being given preference for 

attendance)

16:30 - 16:45 hrs - Refreshment break

18:15 - 19:00 hrs - Light buffet

19:00 - 19:45 hrs

Part 2 - reviewing 

Advice from an Editor – dos and don’ts of reviewing

Prof Michael Makris

Consultant Haematologist, Sheffield Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust

Emeritus Professor, University of Sheffield

Incoming Editor-in-Chief for Research and Practice in Thrombosis and Haemostasis

19:45 - 20:15 hrs - ECR networking

British Society of Haemostasis and Thrombosis early career researcher networking and career 

development event. This is an unmissable opportunity to build your thrombosis and haemostasis 

network and gain valuable career advice from postdoc to fellowship from experts in the field.

15:00 18:00 BSHT committee meeting

Broadway Suite

19:45 22:30 Faculty networking evening (invited guests only)

Broadway Suite

08:30 10:00

Registration

Lagan Foyer

08:45 10:00

Refreshments | Networking | Exhibition

Lagan Suite A

10:00 10:10 Welcome + Introduction

Lagan Suite B

Prof Nikki Mutch (BSHT President)

10:10 12:00 SESSION ONE | Plenary 1 and Oral Communications 1 

Chair | Prof Steve Watson

10:10 10:45 Plenary 1

PROTACs as a novel approach to modulate platelets and thrombosis

Prof Ingeborg Hers (University of Bristol) 5 mins Q&A

Oral Communications 1 

Co-chairs | Dr Dan Hampshire + Dr Nikki Curry

Thursday 25 January

Wednesday 24 January

https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/bfshitw-hilton-belfast/hotel-location/


10:45 11:00 OC 01 

Histones induce a proinflammatory phenotype in platelets independent of classical activation. 

Dr Gina Perrella 5 mins Q&A

11:00 11:15 OC 02 

Investigating the dynamics of α-granule secretion and cytoskeletal arrangements in spreading 

platelets using super-resolution microscopy. 

Dr Smita Patil (Dublin, IRELAND) 5 mins Q&A

11:15 11:30 OC 03 

Von Willebrand Factor D4 and C-terminal Domain Deletions Alter VWF Synthesis and Function 

Dr Tom Mckinnon (London, UK) 5 mins Q&A

11:30 11:45 OC 04 

PAI-1-driven hypofibrinolysis is associated with venous thrombosis in patients with COVID 19 disease 

Dr Megan Simpson

5 mins Q&A

11:45 12:00 OC 05 

A Microfluidic Approach in TTP Highlights the Need to Normalise ADAMTS13 Activity Levels in Clinical 

Remission 

Dr Adela Constantinescu-Bercu 5 mins Q&A

12:00 12:30 BSHT AGM

Lagan Suite B

12:00 13:20

Lunch | Networking | Exhibition

Lagan Suite A

12:30 13:00

Sponsored sympo session

T-TAS 01 PL Assay : A Valuable Tool for Primary Hemostasis Assessment

Learn more about how the T-TAS 01 assay can be implemented to improve efficiency and the quality 

of information for assessment of primary hemostasis.

Lisburn Suite

13:20 15:10 SESSION TWO | Plenary 2 and Scientists in Training

Lagan Suite B

Chair | Dr Will Lester

13:20 13:55 Plenary 2

Venous thromboembolism prevention and diagnosis in pregnancy: Excellent clinical trials in 

pregnancy can and should be done
Despite the impact of VTE on pregnant and postpartum people and on society, guidelines addressing prevention, 

diagnosis and management of VTE in pregnant and postpartum people frequently derive their recommendations 

from expert opinion and extrapolate from data in non-pregnant populations. Pregnant individuals are frequently 

excluded from clinical trials, which is a barrier to providing safe, effective care. This talk will  provide an update on 

recently published and ongoing randomized clinical trials (RCTs), prospective clinical management studies and 

other research in this area. I will also raise awareness of the impact of national and international clinical trial 

networks on the conduct of RCTs in pregnancy. 

Prof Fionnuala Ní Áinle (Consultant Haematologist, Mater Misericordiae University Hospital , Dublin, 

IRELAND) 5 mins Q&A

Scientists in Training

Co-chairs | Dr Catherine Bagot & Prof Jim Crawley (TBC)

13:55 14:10 SIT 01 

GPIbα intracellular tail impacts on GPVI-mediated signalling by influencing GPVI-shedding upon 

activation and filamin binding 

Miss Brianna Watson (PhD Student, St Georges University of London, UK) 5 mins Q&A

14:10 14:25 SIT 02 

Endothelial cell source determines the expression and release of plasminogen activator inhibitor-1 

(PAI-1) in a proinflammatory environment 

Mr Steve Humphreys (PhD Student, University of Aberdeen, UK) 5 mins Q&A

14:25 14:40 SIT 03 

Virus-induced endothelial cell ‘memory’ enhances pro-inflammatory and pro-thrombotic activity to 

subsequent stimulation. 

Ms Zhongmin Wang (PhD Student, Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland , Dublin, Ireland) 5 mins Q&A

14:40 14:55 SIT 04 

Discovery of distinct beta-arrestin interactions necessary for cytoprotective protease-activated 

receptor 1 signalling 

Mr David Noone (PhD Student, Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland , Dublin, Ireland) 5 mins Q&A

14:55 15:10 SIT 05 

A small molecule drug that selectively impairs inflammation-induced antifibrinolytic activity to restore 

plasmin generation 

Miss Paula Klavina (PhD Student, Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland , Dublin, Ireland) 5 mins Q&A



15:10 15:40

Refreshments | Networking | Exhibition

Lagan Suite A

15:40 17:45 SESSION THREE | Plenary 3 and Emerging Fellows

Lagan Suite B

Chair | Dr Ian Mackie

15:40 15:45 A tribute to the life of Sam Machin

Dr Ian Mackie (UCL, London)

15:45 16:20 Plenary 3

The inaurgral Sam Machin Award

The von Willebrand Factor

Prof Mike Laffan (Imperial College London) 5 mins Q&A

Emerging Fellows

Co-chairs | Prof Helen Philippou + Prof Nicola Mutch

16:20 16:45 Platelet-derived mitochondria affect immune cell phenotype 
Functional and phenotypic characterisation of neutrophils in the presence of platelet-derived microvesicles 

containing mitochondria.

Dr Harriet Allan (Post Doctoral Researcher, Queen Mary University of London) 5 mins Q&A

16:45 17:10
Low von Willebrand Factor (VWF) levels: insights into pathophysiology and bleeding phenotype

Dr Dearbhla Doherty (Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland, Dublin, Ireland)
5 mins Q&A

17:10 17:35 Using structural biology to understand and inhibit Glycoprotein VI function
Platelet receptor glycoprotein VI (GPVI) is a promising antithrombotic target due to its major involvement in 

thrombosis, however we have a rudimentary understanding for the mechanisms for how it is activated and how it 

can be effectively targeted. I am using structural biology to underpin the detailed mechanisms for how GPVI is 

activated with the hopes of finding novel ways to target this receptor

Dr Alexandre Slater (University of Birmingham)
5 mins Q&A

17:35 18:00 Emerging roles for platelet factor 4 in haemostasis, thrombosis, and immunothrombosis
PF4 is a remarkable molecule with many biological roles. In medicine, it is prominent for its role in heparin-induced 

thrombocytopaenia (HIT) and vaccine-induced immune thrombosis with thrombocytopaenia (VITT). Recently, we 

discovered how PF4 activates platelets – through binding to the TPO receptor c-Mpl – and how this is important in 

the pathophysiology of VITT. Our finding is just one of several newly described functions of PF4 which will be 

discussed in this talk.

Dr Richard Buka (Clinical Research Fellow, University of Birmingham) 5 mins Q&A

18:00 18:45 Comfort break

18:45 19:45 Poster session + networking
Lagan foyer

Posters P01 - P27 (see end of programme for full listing)

19:45 22:30 Networking evening (pre booked guests only )
Riverside Restaurant and Bar

07:30 08:30

Registration

Lagan Foyer

08:00 08:30

Refreshments | Networking | Exhibition

Lagan Suite A

08:30 11:00 SESSION FOUR | Plenary 4 and Oral Communications 2 | Sponsored symposium

Lagan Suite B

Co-chairs | Dr Deepa Arachchillage + Dr Nikki Curry

08:30 08:35 Update on UK-TReN activity

Dr Deepa Arachchillage + Dr Nikki Curry

08:35 09:05 Plenary 4

Why do clinical research?  How has clinical research changed practice in autoimmune 

haematology?
Today’s research is tomorrow’s standard of care.  Gill will look at the benefits in participating in clinical research for 

both patients and caregivers; and describe frequent barriers to participation.  I will then focus on recent studies in 

autoimmune haematology and will outline how they have changed clinical practice.

Dr Gill Lowe (Consultant Haematologist, University Hospital Birmingham NHSFT) 5 mins Q&A

09:05 10:05 Sponsored symposium

Title and speakers to be advised by the sponsor.

This is a promotional symposium sponsored and organised by AstraZeneca.

10:05 10:10 Transfer to parallel session

Friday 26 January



Oral Communications 2

Lagan Suite B 10:10 - 11:10

Clinical Education Session - Part 1        

Women’s Health: issues in haemostasis and thrombosis 

Lisburn Suite

5 mins Q&A Organised and chaired by | Dr Nikki Curry

Co-chairs | Dr Roger Preston + Dr Claire Whyte

10:10 10:25 OC 6 

O-glycan and sialic acid residues differentially regulate von Willebrand factor trafficking, storage and 

secretion 

Dr Ellie Karampini 

10:10 - 10:50 Women’s menstrual health in inherited bleeding disorders
Gynaecological bleeding is the most frequently reported and severe bleeding symptom in Women and Girls with Bleeding Disorders 

(WGBD). In this talk we discuss the challenges of diagnosis and management of WGBD for haematologists and how to improve care. 

Dr Michelle Lavin (Consultant Haematologist, St. James’s Hospital, Dublin) 35 x 5 mins Q&A

10:25 10:40 OC 7 

Magnetic microrheology: A tool to investigate local network mechanics in blood clots 

Dr Timea Feller

10:40 10:55 OC 8 

Conformational allosteric inhibition of von Willebrand factor by targeting its A1 domain autoinhibitory 

module with a novel nanobody 

Dr Shabir Najmudin (Nottingham, UK)

10:50 - 11:00

Case study 1

Two cases to illustrate the breadth of women's health issues in haemostasis

Dr Jayna Mistry (Birmingham, UK)

8 minute presentation + 2 minute Q&A

10:55 11:10

OC 9 

Piezo1 Regulates Biomechanical Activation of Human Platelets 

Dr Muzammil Arif Din 

11:00 - 11:10 Case study 2

Acute Adrenal Insufficiency Secondary to Bilateral Adrenal Infarction in a Postpartum Woman with Antiphospholipid 

Syndrome

Dr James Manning (London, UK)

8 minute presentation + 2 minute Q&A

11:10 11:30

Refreshments | Networking | Exhibition

Lagan Suite A

11:10 - 11:30 Refreshments | Networking | Exhibition

Lagan Suite A

11:30 12:30 SESSION FIVE | Oral Communications 3

Lagan Suite A 11:30 - 12:30

Clinical Education Session - Part 2         

Lisburn Suite

5 mins Q&A

Co-chairs | TBC + Dr Samantha Montague

11:30 11:45
OC 10 

Phenotypic, Genetic and Functional analysis of five new GP1BA variants in a Bernard-Soulier 

Syndrome Cohort 

Mrs Caterina Monteiro

11:30 - 11:40 Case study 3

Successful Primary PCI in Patient with Combined Factor V and VIII Deficiency with Post Procedure Dual Anti Platelet Therapy 

and Temporary Factor VIII Replacement

Zahbia Saleem (Oxford, UK)

8 minute presentation + 2 minute Q&A

11:45 12:00 OC 11 

Aptamer BT200 prolongs VWF half-life by blocking interaction with macrophage scavenger receptor 

LRP1 

Dr Alain Chion 

11:40- 11:50
Case study 4

Acquired Haemophilia A, Associated with Mucous Membrane Pemphigus

Dr Laura Knox (Glasgow, UK)

8 minute presentation + 2 minute Q&A

12:00 12:15 OC 12 

Constitutive surface expression of the Thromboxane A2 receptor is Pim kinase dependent 

Dr Amanda Unsworth 11:50 - 12:00

Case study 5

A case of Acquired von Willebrand syndrome associated with Essential Thrombocythaemia

Dr Chi Jun Chan (London, UK)

8 minute presentation + 2 minute Q&A

12:15 12:30

OC 13 

TFPI-S, a TFPI chimera with enhanced protein S binding and cofactor function 

Dr Anastasis Petri 12:00 - 12:10

Case study 6

An unexpected haematoma 

Dr Yen Huan Yeo (Sheffield, UK)

8 minute presentation + 2 minute Q&A

12:10 - 12:20

Case study 7

A bleeding and a prothrombotic disorder in pregnancy - both Refractory ITP and antiphospholipid syndrome in a 35 year old

Dr Michael Morrin (Dundonald, N IRELAND)

8 minute presentation + 2 minute Q&A

12:20 -12:30 Discussion

12:30 13:20 SESSION SIX | Summer students + Plenary five

Lagan Suite A

Co-chairs | Prof Neil Morgan + Dr Gael Morrow

12:30 12:35 Can polyphenols prevent changes in platelet profile and bioenergetics stemming from

hyperglycaemia?
Diabetes is a prevalent condition and changes to modern diets could be key in preventative medicine and

improving management of conditions. 

Miss Isabel Candir (Discovery and Translational Science Department, Leeds Institute of

Cardiovascular and Metabolic Medicine, University of Leeds) no Q&A

12:35 12:40 Complement-fibrinolysis crosstalk

Soutiam Goodarzi  (Oxford University Hospitals NHS Trust and Oxford University) no Q&A

12:40 12:45 Targeting platelet-neutrophil interactions to reduce the incidence of venous thrombosi

Dr Jinju Lee (Imperial College London) no Q&A

12:45 12:50

The expression of endothelial thrombomodulin and the downstream impact on fibrinolysis
Vascular endothelial express thrombomodulin which is a cofactor in thrombin-mediated activation of the 

procarboxypeptidase thrombin-activatable fibrinolysis inhibitor (TAFI) to activated TAFI (TAFIa).  The presence of 

vascular endothelial cells causes delayed plasma clot lysis which is recovered by inhibition of TAFIa. This indicates 

that vascular endothelial thrombomodulin down regulates fibrinolysis in a TAFIa dependent mechanism.

Miss Samia Tufaha (University of Aberdeen) no Q&A



12:50 13:25
Plenary 5

Pathophysiology and management of bleeding and thrombosis in patients with liver diseases
Patients with end-stage liver disease develop profound changes in their hemostatic system as most hemostatic 

proteins are synthesized in the liver. I will discuss the consequences of these hemostatic changes and provide a 

rational approach to prevention and management of bleeding and thrombosis in these patients.

Prof Ton Lisman (Biocehmist, University Medical Center Groningen, THE NETHERLANDS)
5 mins Q&A

13:25 14:15 Lunch | Networking | Exhibition

Lagan Suite A

14:15 14:50 SESSION SEVEN | Plenary six and Oral Communications 4

Chair | Dr Isabelle Salles-Crawley

14:15 14:50 Plenary 6

Platelet mechanosensing in thrombus formation
Interactions between platelets and fibrin(ogen) are essential for haemostasis. This talk will provide an update on 

biophysical principles governing thrombus growth and stability from the perspective of a platelet.

Dr Ingmar Schoen (Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland, Dublin) 5 mins Q&A

Oral Communications 4

Co chairs | Dr Amanda Unsworth + Dr Josefin Ahnstrom

14:50 15:05 OC 14 

Affimer reagents as tool molecules to modulate platelet GPVI-ligand interactions and specifically bind 

GPVI dimer 

Dr Ruigang Xu 5 mins Q&A

15:05 15:20 OC 15 

The relationship between Low Von Willebrand Factor, Type 1 Von Willebrand Disease and ageing – 

novel insights from the LoVIC and WiN cohort studies 

Dr Ferdows Atiq (Dublin, IRELAND) 5 mins Q&A

15:20 15:35 OC 16 

Colitogenic CD4+ T cell thrombo-inflammatory activity is regulated by activated protein C signalling 

Dr Gemma Leon 

5 mins Q&A

15:35 15:50 OC 17 

Assessing ADAMTS13 conformation and relapse risk using peak ADAMTS13 activity 

Dr Nithya Prasannan 5 mins Q&A

15:50 16:05 OC 18 

A novel role for itaconate in trained immunity and myeloid cell-mediated hypercoagulability 

Dr Aisling Rehill 
5 mins Q&A

16:05 16:15 Closing remarks and meeting close

Dr Catherine Bagot

16:15 Attendee departure

Posters
Poster session and drinks reception | Thursday 25 January | 1845-1945 hrs
Lagan Foyer

P01

Haemostatic behaviour of endothelial colony forming cells in patients with the thrombomodulin variant 

Pro496Argfs*10 and a bleeding phenotype

Jeries Abu-Hanna (Oxford, UK)

PC02

Cell based model to study mechanisms of endothelial dependent thrombin generation in response to inflammation

Dr Deepa J Arachchillage  (London, UK)

PC03

Age regulates desmopressin responses in patients with Low Von Willebrand Factor and Type 1 Von Willebrand 

Disease in the LoVIC and WiN studies 

Ferdows Atiq  (Dublin, IRELAND)

PC04

Vascular Endothelial Growth Factor (VEGF) as a biomarker for cancer-associated thrombosis: A meta-analysis 

Alison Brown (Newcastle, UK)

PC05

How does cold-storage affect platelet biology? 

Veena Chawan (Dublin, IRELAND)

PC06

Phenotyping of Multivariate Platelet Responses Allows Identification of Donor Subgroups with Established 

Cardiovascular Disease Risk Factors 

Joanne Dunster (Reading, UK)

PC07

Factor XII zymogen activation/conversion to an oligomeric activated form

Jonas Emsley (Nottingham, UK) 



PC08

Caspase-3 and -6 participate in the package of tissue factor into cancer cell derived extracellular vesicles

Sophie Featherby (Hull, UK)

PC09

Elucidating autoimmune recognition of cryptic ADAMTS13 epitopes in iTTP 

Magdalena Gierula (London, UK)

PC10

Are all fibrinogen concentrates the same? The ex vivo effects of two fibrinogen therapies in an afibrinogenemic 

patient

Soutiam Goodarzi (Oxford, UK)

PC11

fficacy and safety of sirolimus in the treatment of low flow vascular anomalies in adults: A Tertiary referral centre 

experience 

Eman Hassan (Birmingham, UK)

PC12

Paediatric use of rivaroxaban for cerebral venous sinus thrombosis: A single-centre clinical audit 

Rachel Howard (Ware, UK)

PC13

Coagulation and haematology parameters in 731 children undergoing invasive procedures for congenital heart 

disease 

Emma Janska (Bristol, UK)

PC14

Remote ischaemic conditioning: a non-pharmacological approach to improve endothelial function and reduce 

platelet reactivity

Sarah Jones (Manchester, UK)

PC15

Pim kinase- a key player in atherothrombosis

Eima Karim (Manchester, UK)

PC16

Systemic complement activation during community-treated exacerbations of chronic obstructive pulmonary 

disease 

Mairi MacLeod (London, UK)

PC17

Discontinuing anticoagulation after a first unprovoked venous thrombosis is not aided by the DASH score 

Abhinav Mathur (Aberdeen, UK)

PC18

Sub-classification of antithrombin deficiency using heparin-antithrombin binding (HAB) ratio

Katarzyna Mayger  (London, UK)

PC19

Clinical and biochemical characterisation of a large cohort of individuals with antithrombin deficiency

Katarzyna Mayger  (London, UK)

PC20

FIX is localised in the vessel wall and can generate thrombin when in complex with collagen IV 

Gael Morrow (Aberdeen, UK)

PC21

Comprehensive functional characterisation of a novel ANO6 variant in a new patient with Scott Syndrome 

Samantha Montague (Birmingham, UK) 

PC22

Sensitivity of a novel plasmin generation assay to TAFIa

Kieran Pocknell (Aberdeen, UK)

PC23

Comparing the Impact of Rituximab Dosing on Longitudinal ADAMTS13 Parameters in TTP 

Nithya Prasannan (London, UK)

PC24

GPVI DEFICIENCY PROTECTS AGAINST INCREASED PLATELET ROS AND MITOCHONDRIAL DENSITY 

FOLLOWING 8-WEEK LIQUID HIGH SUCROSE DIET

Julia Sandrin Gauer (Leeds, UK)

PC25

Outcomes of sequential cerebral magnetic resonance imaging in patients with antiphospholipid syndrome 

Yishi Tan (London, UK)

PC26

Evaluation of Pharmacist-Led Anticoagulation Service in Patients Receiving Warfarin: Experience from Ethiopian 

Tertiary Care Hospital 

Tamrat Assefa Tadesse (Addis Ababa, ETHIOPIA)

PC27

Investigating the feasibility and validity of using human placental vessels for ex-vivo models of thrombosis and 

haemostasis

Azziza Zaabalawi (Manchester, UK)


